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of the Charity School in Goſport. 
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To the Inliabitants of the Pariſh of 
Alverſtoke, including the Town of 


Goſport. 


= OO — — - 


THE numbers of French Exiles, 


chiefly Clergy, who have crowded 


to our ſhores for refuge from the 


violences and horrors of their coun- 


try, afford a ſpectacle ſo ſtriking 
to every Engliſhman, that I ſhould 
have thought myſelf wanting in my 


duty, as your Miniſter, if I had not 


taken advantage of it, in order to 


impreſs on your minds, more ſtrong- 


ly than I could at any other time, 


a ſenſe of gratitude to God for our 


public 883 and our public 


welfare 
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e Nothing ect us 555 ben. 
. fbly, As a compariſon of our own . 
| fituation with that of others which - 

is a contraſt to 1 it. . 
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1 beg you therefore to accept this 8 


Diſcourſe, as proceeding from an 
earneſt defire to make Engliſhmen 
ſet a due value on their National 


Happineſs, and act in ſuch a man- 


ner as will moſt contribute | to ren- 


| der it ſecure and permanent, 
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| grateful mind, which is conſcious 
of receiving good and being deli- 
vered from evil; which feels its 


"uni Our gratitude 


1 viduals. Th 


= ſentiment of every pious "and 


own happineſs, and juflly : aſcribes 


it to that beneſicent Being, fr om 


whom n all our bleſſings ar are derived. 


But Public Bleſſings 420 : $ dt . 


f leſs forcibly, 
than thoſe which affect us as Indi- 


ugh individuals differ 


widely from one another in many 


circumſtances, which concern chem 


only in their pri ivate character, yet 
there are certain general circum- 


ſtances, in which all, who! | inhabit | 


the ſame Country and live under 
e IB 


more: proper ſabje& of praiſe 25 
e to 8 than the 7 
wor :and 
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1 ths ada thi 
Country enjoy from#tle freedom 
and muldr eſs of our Government, 
from the wiſdom and juſtice bf out 
Laws, from the ſecurity of our 
Perſons and and from 
ar d. proſperity of the 

State; effects reſulting from theſe 
Laws and this Government. I wiſh 
B ER 


the power 


to make vou let, 
your own . . :omparing 
our ſituation, with that- of a { neigh- 
bou ring country; and te excite 
your gratitude to God for all the 
bleſſings you enjoy. This grat 
tude will be beſt expreſſed by © en- 
devouring to delerve them. 8 
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I We 10 4 chit world, i 

hors blot | | we find a Country, in 
Which, for the laſt hundred years 

Hace our rights were define d and 
our liberties eſtabliſhed at the Re- 
volution, the happineſs of man- 
Find has been ſo mu © conſulted ? 
Where exiſts that ſecurity to thoſe 
who > obey | the Laws, and that 
” equal 
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equal juſtice” te wol who abe 


them? For we are eie To 
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liable © to have our perſons con: 
fined, our property invaded, or 
above all our life” taken from us, 
by the arbitrary will of any man; 
the leaſt of us cannot ſuffer. any of 
theſe things from the greateſt, even 
from our Sovereign. The Laws are 
an equal impartial rule; it is on- 
ly by offending againſt them, that 
we incur puniſhment, and it is by 
them alſo -that the puniſhment Is ; 


determined. 7... ce. 
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Bð theſe v we are forbidden to in- 
jure the perſons or property of 


others, in order that we Gy poſ- 
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ſeſs both in full ſecurity ourſelves. 


For mutual reſtraint is the founda- 


ion of this ſecurity. We are at li. 


herty to do eve y.thing we ſhould; 5 


every thing, which is conſiſtent 
with the good of the whole com- 


munity. If we had liberty to do 


| more, it would recoil on ourſelyes, 


becauſe all other men muſt have 


the ſame; and there would be an 


end of all ſecurity, tranquillity, 


and comfort. 


Vhen any diſpute, ariſes con- 
cerning our reſpective rights, this 


is not left to the determination of 


an arbitrary Judge, ho may be 


intereſted or corrupted; but is re- 


ferred | 


tertain 1 jul geen. . 5 * "4 3 


If v we - ſhould alſo Se accuſed of 
crimes, and committed to cuſtody ; 
| that Wwe may anſwer for them, it 1s : 
our right to have. the grounds of | 
our impriſonment examined in one 5 
of our ſupreme Courts; to have in 

made, whether the cauſe be 
legal and adequate; ; and if it be, 5 


whether it does not admit of our 
enlargement during the. time pre- 
ceding our Tonk, « on giving ſuffici- 


| our 


with aus W of Public Ae 


And when that T *. comes, at does . 


not lie in the breaſt of a angle 
Judge to decide on our innocence 
or r guilt, or to preſcribe the puniſh- 


: The ſame juſt and unexcep- 
| tior able triburial of our Fellow-ci- 
tizens is to decide on the Fatt; to 
P determine, whether we. are inno- 


cent or guilty. Our reputation, 


property, and life are placed i in the 


hands of our Equals, of thoſe who 
are i in fituations like our own; who 
are not raiſed by power or or rank ; 
above the 3 of being 


them- 


or Sores widinoleords.or ode blue 
The vene rable egal Magiſtrates 
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alſo, who preſide in our Courts Ea 
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Jul ice, aluſt and inſlruct our ; Ju- 4 
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Ties (as by their ſup 
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1 ior, knowl e 


they are well qualified to %) in 


©, r 5 


forming chis Judgement, but they 
do not, form, it for them; and her 


hen 


they deliver the Sentence « of the 


Court, this ſentence. is not "their 
own, but that of Law, not made for 
the occalion, but preſcribed by an 
equal and impartial rule, applicable 
to all degrees and all ranks of our 


people. 
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- teat he fo o unreaſonable, as not to 
be latisſied with theſe, but to re- 
duire Equality, as well a as Liberty 
and Security, they ſhould be told, 
that! in a nation like our' s, hardly i in 
| any nation, certainly in any one | 

1 much civiliſed, it cannot be had, or 
at least cannot be e preſerved. IT i it 
were to exiſt to day, it would ceaſe 
to exiſt tomorrow ; ' and if it could 
exiſt, it would not be defirable, or 


promote the general happineſs and 


welfare. p 1 1 1 
n ef 


For 


to "> Rs 
rr Nature, or aer cod t 6 
I Author of N ature, | Has not made all at 
men equal; but las given them aif- 
ferent” tempe 85 inclinations, and 
abilities. If all property were at 
oncè to be equaliſed, the cauſes of 
| inequality would immediately be- 
gin to operate; the attentive, the 
induſtrious, the frugal, and the it „ 
telligent will acquire, what the 
careleſs, the indolent,. the extrava- 
gant, and the stupid muſt loſe. 
| Would you take away the rewards 
of induſtry and attention ? Is it fit, 


that the prudent man, who pre- 


ſerves and improves his own, 
ſnould not be in a better ſitu atio 


„„ 


than the Pendthrikt, who fm 
ders away not only his own, but (if 
| he can'get it) his neighbour's alſo ? 
Is che man of flow parts and an un» 
improved mind to be Put on the 
| lame e with thoſe,. who by 
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5 er to diſcharge wel the mol 
_pporfant e oflices of Society? . 


I is fob only impollible, that 
fuch a general Equality ſhould ob- 
tain; but the difference of ranks 
and employments i is neceſſary to its 
welfare. Ft or as We have many 
members in one natural body, and 
all the members have not the ſame 
e ſo is the great ſocial body 


com- 
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From a body 5 
where all the parts Sit: ern 
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their reſpective functions, reſult 
public happineſs 2 erity. 
Hence is it, that in this count 


* 


aun a Ars of our mild 


| flouriſhing, g 
and improved, l carning and Know: 
lege cultivated; that we have ſeen 
this Country during a century re- 
fiſting, and ſometimes conquering, 
ritory and population; that we have 
ſeen her riſe, after ſhe had been de- 
preſſed by a combination of almoſt 
all the powers of Europe, to a height 
of national wealth and public proſ- 
perity; of which Hiſtory hardly 5 
furniſhes an "extinple.” 1 8 
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nf PER ans happineſs AP) 
itſelf to every claſs of our people 
without exception, we ſhould as a 
| nation be more fortunate, tian the 5 
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con- 


t U there were not 
us o many, who vit all their ſex 
pen algal or altogether un 


not e on ee e e _ 
concern; and the Laws of our Coun- 
21 


try have endeavVotd to provide a a 
; reinedy for the | | iireſſes of it, Ain 


is 2% nn 
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rd a reaſonable ſupport*1 to 
the Poor by contributions levied 
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on others, comparatively Rich. 
Beſides alſo theſe. legal provil 10 NS, 
what Country offers more volun- 


tary aſſiſtance, when any great and and 
unforeſeen calamity demands it f 
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Where i is benevolence n on: 
| karger ſcale in ee wee iſcaſes 5 
; and infirmities of thoſe, lead © m- 
not procure this relief for them- 
ſelves; the earnings. © ” whoſ 's "4 
duſtry are cut off by ſickneſs at a 
te, RES W want e moſt. * 
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: We may 75 to theſe bleflings of 
2 temporal nature thoſe of, another - 
kind ; that we. en joy. © a pure and 
reaſonable. Religion, a. Religion, 
which injoins on us. all the duties, 
which moſt tend to promote the 
happineſs of men, as well as to 
obtain the favor of God; that our 
Eſtabliſned Church impoſes on us 
none of the rigors of Superſt ition, 
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do not + properly 3 p to it. 


jects, whic h we claim for ourſelves 
and permit them (as it is our duty 
and to profeſs their own. opinions, 


0 provided it be done conſiſtently 


with public ame and order; 


"back a view Tj our Country, a as 
1 have been here etching out, 


would appear of itſelf un ſuffi- 


| cient 
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dom of opinion on religious ſub- 


n Forms 
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cient to exelte our Fo rat * neſt gra 


heightened by any cor 
with other nations, whoſe cond = 
tion may | be: leſs. fortunate than 
our own. But unhappily there is 


a neighbouring: Country in a ſitu- 


ation at preſent ſo calamitous, a ſi- 
tuation produced firſt by the abuſes 


of too arbitrary a Government, and 


then by the violent and exceſſive 
changes made under the pretence 


| of reforming theſe abuſes, that the 


view of it ought to ke us em- 


| brace our own Conſtitution with 
redoubled affeftion. e 


B FH; 
w i F 


We 


and feel 1 Wache 


2 arb! itrary: 1 of Fbeir King, or 
er of his Miniſter, and perhaps 
of the Miſtreſs of this Miniſter ; op- 
ede n Taxes unequally im- 

poſed, and at the diſcretion of 
Court, Waden the conſent of any | 
part of the People; and holding 
their perſonal Liberty at the mercy 

of the ſame power. But if we then 
valued ourſelves, and on a compa- ; 
riſon pitied them; if we conſidered 
| F Dur- 


. 


I + 


— aun * 
N 


their ſuperiors; hat muſt beia now . 
the caſe, when the evils occaſioned 
by faction, diſcord, | and anarchy = 
a outweigh thoſe of the Old Govern- 
ment an hundred. fold p When in 

endeavouring to 


5 victims are marked out to gratify 
51 - the 


Tn 


ourſelves; as in this cel pe 


e ſcape s from the 


exceſſive power of an unlimited 
| Monarchy, the Nation has ruſhed 
into the oppoſite extreme, and has 
fallen under a tyranny, a tyranny 


of the worſt kind, that of a furious 


and ſanguinary mob? When un- 
der the notion. of Equality all: diſ- 
tinctions of rank have been abo- 
liſhed, and the. rights of Property 
moſt injuriouſly inyaded?. When 


by the mockeries N | 
embittered by inſult and torture) 
When thoſe eſteem themſelves for- 
tunate, who can eſcape | hen Fe 
country, rendered deteſtable by | 
ach RI en 
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profiguts] and deſperate of man- 
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the fortunes of Empir 5. 


| Countries are involved; 4 to kale 
; favor we ultimately owe, our, Public 


Welfare, p 0 


WSN by the r 


Law, for wi ithout Order and 


fuſion, no other Government tl 
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